
The Red Letters

• The Words of Jesus 

• Using the Book of Luke as the main outline



Why the Red Letters?

But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4

And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with 

manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 

know, that he might make you know that man does not 

live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that 

comes from the mouth of the LORD. Deuteronomy 8:3



Why the Red Letters?

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not do them will 

be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall of it.” Matthew 7:24-27





Words are Important!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it  …. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1-5,14



Words are Important!

5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, 
appealing to him, 6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralysed at home, 
suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal 
him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have 
you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me. And I say to one, ‘Go’, and he goes, and to another, 
‘Come’, and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this’, and he does 
it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he marvelled and said to those who 
followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found 
such faith Matt 8:5-10



Words are Important!

• Words make worlds. They have mysterious and 
undeniable power to share and shape our thinking. 

• Sticks and Stones may break my bones but…

• Death and life are in the power of the tongue Proverb 
18:21

• The Words of Christ are the Word of God

• Not everything Jesus did was recorded but they tried to 
record all His WORDS (John 21:25)



Words are Important!

• Jesus spoke carefully and truthfully

• Sometimes he said nothing (Mark 14:61)

• Looking at the Red Letter we see what was important 
enough to be recorded

• We will be held accountable for our words

Matthew 12:36 I tell you, on the day of judgement people 
will give account for every careless word they speak,



The Word is Important!

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living 
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.



The Word is Important!

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe 
was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things that are visible.



The Word is  Important!

Peter 1:22-23 Having purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love 
one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
Imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

Colossians 3:15-17 And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.



Jesus goes to the Temple

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 
Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know 
it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's 
journey, but then they began to search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances,45 and when they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.



Jesus goes to the Temple

46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers.48 And when his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?”



Jesus goes to the Temple

50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke 
to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart.

Luke 2:41-51



Jesus goes to the Temple

49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?”

Father’s House

• Could mean an address somewhere

• Could also mean the people associated with a father



Father’s House

• He was debating with scholars

• They were amazed at His answers 

• Jesus very aware of His sonship

• Jewish culture would have a son apprenticed to his father

• His whole inclination and will submitted to His Father’s 
authority

• He  appeals to Mary’s memory

• Submits to earthly authority



Father’s House

• By saying “don’t you know” he was really saying

• “You should know! You know my design; you know my real 
Father. My design was superior to earthly parents and they 
should be willing to let me do what I came to do!”

• Jesus is greater than the Temple, but expects them to find 
Him there

• So, He suggests being at an address where His Father lived 
OR

• Being with the people who associate with His Father OR 
BOTH!



Father’s House

• The Temple is where the Word of God is read

• So whichever, Jesus was there to hear and discuss the Word 
of God

• Takes us back to the importance of the Word of God

• When Jesus was tempted, He answered with the Word of 
God

• We must take the Word seriously, especially the Words of 
Christ

• Over the coming weeks, pay serious attention to what Jesus 
is saying 



The Red Letters

There is love in the red letters
There is truth in the red letters
There is hope for the hopeless

Peace and forgiveness
There is life in the red letters

In the red letters




