


FIGHTING TEMPTATION

Luke 4 : 1-13



Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he 
was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those 
days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this 
stone to become bread.” 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone.’.   

Luke 4: 1 - 4



The devil led him up to a high place and showed 
him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 
And he said to him, “I will give you all their 
authority and splendour; it has been given to me, 
and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you worship 
me, it will all be yours.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God and serve him only.’

Luke 4: 5 - 8



The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” 
he said, “throw yourself down from here. For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard 
you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’

Luke 4: 9 - 12



When the devil had finished all this 
tempting, he left him until an opportune 
time

Luke 4: 13



FIGHTING TEMPTATION



The devil said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 

Luke 4: 3

THE FIRST TEMPTATION



“If you are the Son of God, tell this stone 
to become bread.” 

BEWARE THE HOOK



Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone.’

Luke 4:  4

THE RED LETTERS



Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way 
in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test 
you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or 
not you would keep his commands. 

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding 
you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors 
had known, to teach you that man shall not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD.

Deut 8: 2 - 3



Your clothes did not wear out and your feet 
did not swell during these forty years.

Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the LORD your God 
disciplines you

Deut 8: 4 - 5



The devil led him up to a high place and 
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world And he said to him, “I will give 
you all their authority and splendour; it has 
been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will 
all be yours.”

Luke 4: 6-7

THE SECOND TEMPTATION



The devil led him up to a high place and 
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world And he said to him, “I will give 
you all their authority and splendour; it has 
been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to. 

Luke 4: 5-6

BEWARE THE SMOKESCREEN



The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and 
there were loud voices in heaven, which said:
“The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 
will reign for ever and ever.” 

Rev 11: 15



If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

Luke 4: 7

THE SECOND TEMPTATION



Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve 
him only.’

Luke 4:  4

THE RED LETTERS



When the LORD your God brings you into the land 
he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing 
cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds 
of good things you did not provide, wells you did 
not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not 
plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, be 
careful that you do not forget the LORD, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

Deut 6: 10 - 12



Worship the LORD your God, serve him 
only and take your oaths in his name. Do 
not follow other gods, the gods of the 
peoples around you;.

Deut 6: 13 - 14



Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is true worship.

Romans 12: 1



The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on 
the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of 
God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. For it 
is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you to 
guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.’ ”

Luke 4: 9-11

THE THIRD TEMPTATION



For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you carefully; they will lift you 
up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.’ ”

BEWARE THE PROOF TEXT



If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” and you 
make the Most High your dwelling, no harm will 
overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you to 
guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in 
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will 
trample the great lion and the serpent.

Psalm 91: 9 - 13



Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’

Luke 4: 12 

THE RED LETTERS



Do not put the LORD your God to the 
test as you did at Massah.

Deut 6: 16



The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of 
Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. So they quarrelled with 
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD 
to the test?” But the people were thirsty for water there, 
and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did 
you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children 
and livestock die of thirst?

Exodus17: 1 -3



And he called the place Massah and 
Meribah because the Israelites quarrelled 
and because they tested the LORD 
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Exodus17: 7



Testing God

• Feeling that God is failing to meet your needs

• Feeling that God is unable to fulfil his promise

• Doubting Gods goodwill and good purpose for your life

• Resisting Gods leadership

• Insisting that God perform according to your expectations and 
demands (determining his presence by his presents)



For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you,”plans to give you hope and a future

Jer 29: 11

NOT KNOWING ALL OF GODS WORD



This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those 
I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and 
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and 
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and 
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek 
the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will 

prosper.”
Jer 29: 4-7

THE BALANCE



Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners 
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams 
you encourage them to have. They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” 
declares the LORD. This is what the LORD says: 
“When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 
will come to you and fulfil my good promise to bring 
you back to this place

Jer 29: 8-10



When the devil had finished all this tempting, 
he left him until an opportune time

Luke 4: 13

A BREAK IN HOSTILITIES – TEMPORARILY 



Sun Tzu

Know yourself; and know your enemy, 
and you need not fear the result of a 
hundred battles



For everything in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world.

1 John 2: 16



1 John 
2:16

Gen 3:6
The 

Devils 
Appeals

Lust Of The Flesh
Lust Of The Eyes
Pride Of Life

Good for Food
Pleasing to the eye
Desired to gain wisdom

Make some food
Look at this splendor
Become the Messiah

Luke 4



Sun Tzu

Know yourself; and know your enemy, 
and you need not fear the result of a 
hundred battles



Know yourself; and know your enemy, 
AND KNOW YOUR GOD, and you need 
not fear the result of a hundred 
Temptations



Son though he was , he learnt obedience from 
the things he suffered

Hebrews 5:8



No temptation has overtaken you except what is 
common to us all. And God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out 
so that you can endure it.

1 Cor 10: 13


