
The Red Letters

• The Words of Jesus 

• Using the Book of Luke as the main outline



Luke 5:12-16

12 While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full 

of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face 

and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me 

clean.” 13 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 

him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the 

leprosy left him.



Luke 5:12-16

14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and 

show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your 

cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to 

them.” 15 But now even more the report about him went 

abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be 

healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to 

desolate places and pray.



Matthew 8:1-4

When he came down from the mountain, great crowds 
followed him. 2 And behold, a leper came to him and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me 
clean.” 3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you say 
nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest 
and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to 
them.”



Mark 1: 40-44

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling 
said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved 
with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and 
said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the 
leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus
sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said 
to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what 
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”



Leprosy

Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease, is a chronic 
infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae. The 
disease mainly affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, 
mucosal surfaces of the upper respiratory tract and the 
eyes. Leprosy is known to occur at all ages ranging from 
early infancy to very old age.

WHO Website



Leprosy

The term Leprosy in the Bible covers just about any type 
of skin disease

The condition described as leprosy in the Old Testament 
section of the Bible is NOT the same as modern leprosy 
or Hansen’s Disease, as it is often called. The Hebrew 
word sara’at is a ritualistic term denoting uncleanness or 
defilement and covered a range of conditions that could 
affect people, or clothing, or even a wall. 



Leprosy

The conditions described could include boils, carbuncles, 
fungus infections, infections complicating a burn, 
impetigo, favus of the scalp, scabies, patchy eczema, 
phagedenic ulcer, and impetigo or vitiligo on people. On 
walls or clothes it was more likely to be fungus, mold, dry 
rot, lichen or similar conditions. There is no evidence that 
the diseases described as “leprosy” in the Old Testament 
had any relationship to modern leprosy.



Leviticus 13:

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “When a 
person has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption 
or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous disease on the 
skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest 
or to one of his sons the priests, 3 and the priest shall 
examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the 
hair in the diseased area has turned white and the disease 
appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of 
leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall 
pronounce him unclean.



Leviticus 13:

5 And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, 
and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease 
has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him 
up for another seven days. 6 And the priest shall examine 
him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area 
has faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an 
eruption. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean.



Leviticus 13:

7 But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has 
shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall 
appear again before the priest. 8 And the priest shall look, 
and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.



Leviticus 13:45-46

45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear 
torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and 
he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, 
unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has 
the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His 
dwelling shall be outside the camp..



So this is where we are…

• He is unclean and must let everyone know that

• Unable to see his family or loved ones

• Only company are other lepers

• The man is a social outcast

• The man suffered separation from society



Separation!

• Leprosy separated people from family and community

• Sin separates us from God

• Jesus uses the leprous man and a type for all of us

• We have all sinned and fallen short  Romans 3:23

• We are all separated from God



Such were some of you…

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God.                             1 Corinthians 6:11-15



Reconciliation

• His healing is a way of receiving reconciliation

• He could be reconciled to his family and society

• We are reconciled to God

2 Cor 5:18-20, Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:20

Ephesians 2:13, Ephesians 2:16 

The leper is representative of each one of us!



Jesus says “I will”

• They are a deep mine, rich in comfort and encouragement to all 
laboring and heavy-laden souls, showing us the mind of Christ 
towards sinners. 

• They exhibit His infinite willingness to do good to the sons of 
men, and His readiness to show compassion. 

• Let us always remember, that if men are not saved, it is not 
because Jesus is not willing to save them. He is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 2 
Peter 3:9

•



Jesus says “I will”

• He would have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 1 Timothy 2:4

• He has no pleasure in the death of him that dies. Ezekiel 18:32

• He would have gathered Jerusalem's children, as a hen gathers 
her chicks, if they would only have been gathered. He would, 
but they would not. Matthew 23:37

• The blame of the sinner's ruin must be borne by himself. It is his 
own will, and not Christ's will, if he is lost forever. John 5:40



Go show yourself to the Priest

• Jesus didn’t come to abolish the law – He came to fulfil 
it

• He also knew it would make a statement to the priest

• Who else can heal leprosy when it is so advanced?

• Others came to be healed (John 6:25-34)

• But He went away to pray – because He knew the effect 
this healing would have


